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For “The Friend.” 


A Prophetic Warning, and its Fulfilment. 


him he did well, and asked him for the bishop. 
He said he was gone to dinner, and a great 
many gentlemen with him; for there was a 
great meeting of them; and he told me it 
would be better to come when they had dined. 

“T went back to my lodging, andin a little 
time came again, and they having then dined, 
[ sent my paper to them, and they sent a 
priest to callme up. As I was going up the 
stairs, the word of the Lord said unto me, I 
will make thee as a wall of brass. There were 
the bishop, the governor, the mayor, several 
justices, priests and others in a great dining- 


In the Journal of the life of that worthy |room ; the bishop sat with his hat on, and the 
‘riend, William Edmundson, is contained an|rest all stood bare-headed. When I came into 
ecount of a visit paid by him to the town of|the room, the bishop rose up from his seat, 
sondonderry, and the remarkable testimony |put off his hat, and met me with several low 


rhich he delivered to its inhabitants, under 
he constraining power of the Spirit of the 
ord. The narrative reminds one of the 
yarnings uttered in ancient days by the 
rophets of Israel to a backsliding people. I 
ropose in this article to reproduce from the 
istory of those times the events which show 
be fulfilment of Wm. Edmunson’s prediction. 
lis Journal says: 

“ Another time I was moved of the Lord to 
o from my own house to Londonderry, to 
yarn them to repent, or the Lord would bring 
scourge over them. So in obedience to the 
ord J went, and when J came there it hap- 
ened to bea day of humiliation, as they called 
t, being at the time the plague was in Lon- 
on. They were gone to their worship at the 
athedral, and I was moved of the Lord to go 
here. When I came to the door, the man 
vho used to ring the bells met me, and took 
ne by the hand, and led me near the pulpit, 
vhere the bishop was preaching. He thought 
ie had got a Presbyterian convert, and did 
ot take off my hat, until he saw the people 
aze at me, observing which, he took my hat 
ff and laid it by. Istood there until the 
ishop had done preaching; the people’s eyes 
ere on me, and I spoke what the Lord gave 

e to say, warning them to repent, or the 
ord would bring a scourge over them, and 
cale their walls without a ladder. The bishop 
alled to the mayor and officers to take me 
way, but the dread of the Lord’s power was 
ver them, they all sat still, and did not molest 
e. When I had delivered the Lord’s mes- 
go, | went towards the door, where the man 
ho led me in met me, and took me by the 
and, having my hat in his other hand; he 
me to the door, put my hat on my head, 
nd bid God speed me well. 

“JT went to my lodging, which was a pnblic- 
ouse, kept by John Gibson, who with his 
ife were convinced of the truth. There I 
ras moved to write a paper to the bishop and 
agistrates, and the next day I went to the 
ishop’s house with it, he living in the city. 
knocked at the door, and the man who led 
in and out of the worship-house the day 
fore, opened the door, and made his apology, 


bows; but I was as a wallof brass, and stood 
in the power of the Lord, that was with me, 
which smote him. Then he sat down, and 
told me that what I said at their worship the 
day before was true, and he preached thesame, 
and pointed to two of the priests, saying, they 
preached the same, therefore there was no 
need of me. I told him, the more preachers 
of truth the better, and there was need enough; 


him, and then I should soon have another to 
help to suppress wickedness. I went from 
the mayor, and beginning near Water-gate, 
sounded the Lord’s message through the 
streets; it was dreadful to the people, and 
several ran as if before naked swords. As I 
came near the main guard, a soldier being at 
the door mocked, but in the dread of the 
Lord’s power I looked in at the guard-house 
door, and cried, Soldiers! all repent. The 
soldiers on the guard were smitten as men 
affrizhted, for the power of the Lord was 
mighty, in which I performed this service ; 
and when I had done, I put a paper on the 
gates, as the Lord moved me. Being clear, I 
left the city, and visited Friends’ meetings in 
the north, and they admired the Lord’s good- 
nes3 that carried me through that service 
without a prison.” 

The City of Londonderry was one of the 
Protestant strong-holds in Ireland; and dur- 
ing the civil war which was waged in that 
country after the coming to England of Wil- 
liam of Orange, and the expulsion of James 
the Second, it declared in favor of William 
and Mary, and was besieged by the forces of 


and he being a bishop, ought to encourage me.|James. This was in 1689, twenty-four years 


He said he must know what I came to the 
city for, and who sent me, and he bid the 
mayorexamine me. So the mayor came from 
among the rest, and asked me where I dwelt? 
I told him, in the Queen’s county. He asked 
what trade I was? I told him, a ploughman. 
He asked my business there, and who sent 
me? I told him, the Lord Jesus Christ sent 
me, to warn them to repent, or he would lash 
them with his judgments. As I declared this, 
the Lord’s power reached him, and he could 
not refrain from tears, being a tender-spirited 
man; so he went back behind the rest. 

“The bishop seeing this was amazed, and 
bid two of his waiting men take me into the 
buttery, and make me eat and drink. They 
took me by the arms down the stairs, and 
bid me go into the buttery to eat and drink. 
I told them I would not eat or drink there; 
but they urged me, saying, I heard their lord 
command them to make me eat and drink. I 
asked them if they were Christians at that 
house? They said, yes; then, said I, let your 
yea be yea, and your nay be nay, for that is 
Christ’s command. I said, I will not eat or 
drink here, and you take no notice of it, being 
accustomed to break your yeaand nay. They 
stood silent and let me go, for the Lord’s 
power astonished and was over them all. 

“JT went to my lodging, and was moved of 
the Lord to write a paper, and put it on the 
gates of the city, and to declare the Lord’s 
message through the streets. Accordingly I 
wrote a paper that evening, and in the morn- 
ing went first to the mayor, and told him the 
message I had to the city. He said the bishop 
had chid him the day before, because he did 
not send me to prison; but he did not intend 
to do it, so long as the law would bear him 


after William Edmundson, under a conscious- 
ness of approaching danger, had called its in- 
habitants to repentance: The account of the 
siege which follows is condensed from Ma- 
caulay’s History. 

“ After ineffectual attempts to persuade the 
inhabitants to surrender, the besieging force 
began to batter the town. It was soon on fire 
in several places. Roofs and upper stories of 
houses fell in and crushed the inmates. Dur- 
ing a short time the garrison, many of whom 
had never before seen the effect of a cannon- 
ade, seemed to be discomposed by the crash 
of chimneys, and by the heaps of ruins mingled 
with disfigured corpses. But familiarity with 
danger soon produced its natural effect, and 
the spirits of the people revived. Two months 
passed away, marked with much hard fight- 
ing. There had been many sallies and skir- 
mishes with various success; but on the whole 
the advantage had been with the garrison. 
But before the hope of reducing the town by 
main force was relinquished, it was deter- 
mined to make a great effort. The point 
selected for assault was an outwork called 
Windmill Hill, which was not far from the 
southern gate. Religious stimulants were em- 
ployed to animate the courage of the forlorn 
bope. Many volunteers bound themselves by 
oath to make their way into the works or to 
perish in the attempt. Captain Butler, son of 
the Lord Mountgarret, undertook to lead the 
sworn men to the attack. On the walls the 
colonists were drawn up in threeranks. The 
office of those who were behind was to load 
the muskets of those who were in front. The 
Irish came on boldly and with a fearful up- 
roar, but after long and hard fighting were 
driven back. The women of Londonderry 


t he did me no harm at the church. I told'harmless, and wished he had me living by|were seen amidst the thickest fire serving out 
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water and ammunition to thcir husbands and 
brothers. In one place, where the wall was 
only seven feet high, Butler and some of his 
sworn men succeeded in reaching the top ; but 
they were all killed or made prisoners. At 
length, after four hundred of the Irish had 
fallen, their chiefs ordered a retreat to be 
sounded. 

Nothing was left but to try the effect of 
hunger. It was known that the stock of food 
in the city was but slender. Indeed it was 
thought strange that the supplies should have 
held out so long. Every precaution was now 
taken against the introduction of provisions. 
All the avenues leading to the city by land 
were closely guarded. ‘Ihe river was fringed 
with forts and batteries which no vessel could 
pass without great peril. After some time it 
was determined to make the security still 
more complete by throwing a barricade across 
the stream, about a mile and a half below the 
city. Several boats full of stones were sunk. 
A row of stakes were driven into the bottom 
of the river. Large pieces of fir wood, strongly 
bound together, formed a boom which was 
more than a quarter of a mile in length, and 
which was firmly fastened to both shores, by 
cables a foot thick. A huge stone, to which 
the cable on the left bank was attached, was 
removed many years later, fur the purpose of 
being polished and shaped into a column. 
But the intention was abandoned, and the rug- 
ged mass still lies, not many yards from its 
original site, amidst the shades which sur- 
round a pleasant country house named Boom 
Hall. Hard by is the well from which the 
besiegers drank. A little further off is the 
burial ground where they laid their slain, and 
where even in our own time the spade of the 
gardener has struck upon many sculls and 
thighbones at a short distance beneath the 
turf and flowers.” 

(To be concluded.) 
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For “The Friend.” 


Angola and the River Congo, 
(Continued from page 283.) 


Fish.—The quantity of fish on the coast is 
incredible. I have often watched the bay at 
night to listen to the wonderful swishing 
noise made by the fish on the surface of the 
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the side of the vessel, and I have seen the 
blacks at other times splashing the water 
with an oar, because the loud drumming of 
the pungo kept them awake when lying in 
the bottom of a barge. 

Carrying loads—The Loanda women have 
a singular babit of talking aloud to themselves 
as they walk along, which at first strikes a 
stranger very forcibly ; the men do the same, 
but to nothing like the extent that the women 
do. All loads are carried by the women on 
their heads, in all parts of Angola, and the 
ease with which they balance anything on 
their shaven heads is wonderful. It is not 
difficult to understand that baskets or heavy 
loads can be easily balanced, but it is no un- 
common thing to see women and girls walk- 
ing along with a teacup, bottle, tumbler, or 
wine glass on their heads, and turning round 
and talking without the least fear of its drop- 
ping off. The manner in which they balance 
the “sangas,” or earthen pots in which they 
carry water, is the most curious of all; these 
are large, and have round, rather pointed 
bottoms; a handkerchief is rolled round into 
a small cushion and put on the side of the 
head, and the ‘‘sanga” is placed on it, not 
quite on its bottom, but a little on one side. 

Lent rat.—A very singular custom is com- 
mon to the natives of the interior and to those 
of Novo Redondo farther south. When a 
relative or other person visits them, a dish of 
“infundi” or “pirao” is prepared, and should 
there not be a bit of meat or fish in the larder 
(no uncommon circumstance by the bye) they 
send out to a neighbor for the “lent rat” as 
it is called. This is a field-rat roasted on a 
skewer, and it is presented to the guest who, 
holding the skewer in his left hand, dabs bits 
of the “infundi” on the rat before he'swallows 
them, as if to give them a flavor, but he is 
very careful not to eat the rat, or even the 
smallest particle of it, as this would be con- 
sidered a great crime and offence, and would 
be severely punished by their laws. It is sup- 
posed that the host has duly preserved the 
dignity of his house and position, and has per- 
formed the rites of hospitality in presenting 
his guest with meat and “‘infundi,” though 


water, as they were scared by every flash of}he has not tasted a morsel of the former, 


lightning. Steaming once into Ambriz Bay, 
its whole surface was alive and boiling, as it 
were, with fish. The captain of the steamer, 
who had in his lifetime been to all parts of 
the world, declared that he had never wit- 
nessed such a sight. 

A small shark is often caught which is 
much esteemed by the natives, and is dried 
in the sun; also the “ pungo,” which attains 
to as much as a hundred pounds in weight. 
It is no unusual sight to see one slung on a 
stick passed through the gills and carried on 
the shoulders of two blacks, with the tail drag- 
ging on the ground. It: has very large, flat 
scales, and the flesh is not at all coarse in 
flavor. Latterly, the Portuguese have salted 
this fish in barrels, and when I was last at 
Loanda I was told of one man who had al- 
ready salted 2000, and the season was not 
then over. It is this fish that is said by the 
natives to make the very loud and extraordi- 
nary noise that one hears so plainly at night 
or early morning, when in a boat or ship; it 
is said to press its snout against the vessel and 


then make the curious sound. I have heard|from this circumstance. 
canoe off there for some time, to witness the ' scorpions under it. 


it so strongly and plainly when lying in a 


which is returned intact to the owner from 
whom it was borrowed. This example of a 
sham, knowingly played by both host and 
guest as an act of politeness, seems very curi- 
ous in the extremely unsophisticated state of 
the negro :—in our superior state of society, 
shams as patent to all are too common to at- 
tract attention. 

Hippopotamus. — Numbers of hippopotami 
also inhabit this river [the Quanza], but since 
the steamers are constantly navigating it they 
are seldom seen, and appear to have migrated 
more to the lagoons. Formerly it was most 
amusing to watch these huge and inoffensive 
beasts ; { have seen them lift their great heads 
out of the water and stare quite familiarly for 
two or three minutes with every appearance 
of curiosity in their little round eyes at the 
canoe passing, and then slowly sink with a 
snort and great bubbling of the water from 
their nostrils. One wide bend of the river, 
where the water is very still, used to be the 
favorite resort of the hippopotamus, and was 
called by the natives “‘ hippopotamus corner” 


bunk on board steamers that I have no doubt 
whatever the fish must have been touching 
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gambols of some twenty of these anim 
large and small, evidently playing and chasi 
one another, lifting their heads and should 
right out of the water, and snorting and boo 
ing away at a great rate. 

There were formerly natives who used 
hunt these animals for the sake of their fle 
fat, and teeth, and I went ashore to two 
three huts where some of these blacks li 
to buy for my boatmen a quantity of the d 
and salted flesh and bacon of a hippopotam 
they had recently killed. It was cut i 
long thin strips which were hanging to d 
over some lines stretched from poles in t 
ground. I tasted some of the flesh and 
cooked with beans by my men, and it 
very nice; and had I not known what it w 
I should never have distinguished the ta 
from that of insipid pork or bacon. 

Bee-hives.—The natives here are great b 
keepers, as are also the natives on both ban 
of the Quanza. The hives are to be seen 
almost every baobab, this being the t 
chosen in preference to any other, and 
many as four or five hives may be seen ono 
tree. They are made by splitting a piece 
wood, generally a branch of a tree with t 
bark on, about five feet long and ten or twel 
inches in diameter ; the centre is scooped 0 
leaving the ends entire; the two halves 
securely tied together, and three holes lar 
enough to admit the little finger are bored 
each end. An aperture is cut in the mid 
of the hollow cylinder, where the two hal 
are joined together, large enough to admitt 
hand. This aperture is closed with a piece 
wood, and clayed over to thoroughly preve 
any rain from gettingin. The hive is secur 
placed in the branches of the tree, and a qu 
tity of dry grass put over it as a roof 
thatch. 

Once a year the owner climbs the tree a 
draws up a basket for the wax and hon 
with a cord, and also some dry grass and fi 
He opens the aperture, and, lighting wisps 
grass, smokes the bees as they issue out. M 
of them drop half suffocated to the grou 
and the comb is extracted, a small quanti 
being left behind to induce the bees to wo 
again in the same hive. If no comb be le 
the natives affirm that they will not retu 
to the hive. In some places the natives a 
careful not to kill any of the bees, and a 
said to extract the comb as often as thr 
times a year. Bee-hives are the princi 
wealth of these blacks, and some famili 
possess as many as three and four hundred 

Scorpions.—Late in the evening I arriv 
at the edge of the valley of the River Hgit 
at the mouth of which is situated the Port 
guese station of Egito. It was getting dar 
and there was a steep and long hillside to c 
scend, and some distance to go afterwar 
before reaching the house of the “chef 
whose guest I was to be. I therefore det 
mined to make snug for the night under 
great baobab growing close to a wall of roc 
and my carriers were clearing a space fro 
leaves and branches for my bed and mosqui 
curtain, when one of them was stung in t 
foot by a scorpion. 

These poisonous creatures are extreme 
abundant in the whole of the district of Be 
guella, and cases are constantly occurring 
persons being stung by them. In some plac 
hardly a stone or piece of wood can be lift 


[ once stopped my|from the ground without finding one or mc 


They are of all sizes, 
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six and seven inches long. Their sting is 
rely fatal, except to old people or persons 
a bad state of health. ‘The effects of the 
ing are, however, very extraordinary ; in 
vere cases it he to paralyze all the 
uscles of the body, sometimes with much 
in, and in others with little or none. 

The black stung on the occasion I am de- 
ribing complained of a good deal of pain 
ring the night, but only after some hours, 
‘I might have thought of burning the part 
ith a hot iron at first; his comrades applied 
Yt oil to his foot, but in the morning he had 
st the use of his legs completely. I had to 
1t him into my bammock and have him 
rried to Egito. Here I remained with my 
iend the “chefe” for four days, and the 
ounded black was laid in the sun every day 
keep him warm, the usual custom in such 
ses, a Sensation of cold always accompany- 
g the subsequent stages of a scorpion bite. 
n the fourth day he had acquired so much 
e of his limbs that he could drag himself in 
Sitting position on the ground to a sunny 
rner, still complaining of cold, but his appe- 
te seemed good. 

I left him to the care of the “chefe,” asking 
m to send him on to me at Benguella as 
on as he should be able to walk. A week 
‘ter he came to me there quite recovered. 
nother case of scorpion-bite was described 
»yme by a Portuguese officer (a mulatto) who 
as ‘“‘chefe” of the district of Dombe Grande, 
) the south of Benguella. The man, a tall, 
out, powerful and healthy fellow, whilst 
tting one evening outside his house, smok- 
ig and talking with his family, chanced to 
rop one of his slippers while crossing one leg 
ver the other; on rising after some time and 
utting his foot into the slipper, a scorpion 
at had taken refuge in it stung him in the 
ig toe. He did not think much of the occur- 
mee, but he gradually became worse, and 
ext day could not rise from his bed; his legs 
ad arms were completely paralyzed, but 
ithout any pain, and his tongue being but 
ttle affected he could speak and swallow 
ithout difficulty. His mind was perfectly 
ear, and he only felt a certain degree of 
mbness and cold. Not expecting to survive 
dictated his will, and remained thus para- 
zed for five or six days,. when he gradually 
overed, and was well in about a fortnight’s 
e and without the least inconvenient after- 
ct. 
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From “Piety Promoted.” 


Richard Jacob. 


Richard Jacob was the eldest son of Joseph 
d Hannah Jacob, of Waterford, and was 
rn there in the Sixth month, 1758. He had 
e benefit of a religious education ; but being 
turally of a lively turn of mind, and of a 
cial disposition, he found it difficult to take 
his cross, and deny himself in those things 
hich he was favored to see in the light of 
rist, were opposed to his advancement in 
e piety. But he gradually submitted to 
e power inwardly revealed, and proved it 
‘be ‘‘ good for a man to bear the yoke in his 
mth, to sit alone, and to keep silence,” and 
s there is reason to conclude, that even in 
ly life, he was brought under preparation 
that solemn engagement into which, after 
ving passed through many close baptisms, 
} was introduced at a future period. 
About the year 1786, he came forth in the 
inistry ; and in the continued exercise of his 


gift, severe conflicts and reasonings were fre- 
quently experienced, in which he partook of 
the sympathy of such as were qualified to com- 
prehend these humiliating siftings, whereby 
the chaff is separated from the wheat. His 
communications as a gospel minister were 
marked with peculiar energy; and, though 
not frequent, they were weighty, and demon- 
strated his care to wait to be endued with 
power from on high, in the fulfilment of this 
sacred office. The fervent travail of his spirit 
for the young was conspicuously evinced in 
public and in private labor on their account. 

He did not travel much on religious service, 
but diligently attended meetings for the con- 
cerns of our Society in his native land, and 
was an example of steady and patient wait- 
ing therein for strength and ability to judge 
aright ; and was eminently useful in the pro- 
motion of good order. He was several times 
acceptably engaged in visiting the families of 
Friends as a Christian minister, when he was 
at times enabled to speak to the religious 
states of individuals, in “demonstration of 
the Spirit, and of power.” 

He was particularly concerned to bear tes- 
timony to the benefit and excellence of inward 
silence, a8 a state of mind the fittest for the 
performance of pure and spiritual worship ; 
and he earnestly recommended a daily en- 
deavor to retire to the immutable source of 
instruction and strength, from a deep convic- 
tion of the tendency of this practice to pre- 
serve from inward and outward evil. 

Richard Jacob was necessarily engaged in 
trade, yet truly desirous of keeping his out- 
ward concerns witbin proper limits; his coun- 
tenance and deportment frequently denoting 
that he was favored to experience these 
changeable things to be in subjection, and 
the Spirit of Truth in dominion in his own 
mind, 

He was a bright example among his friends, 
in the discharge of his filial, parental, and 
relative duties; and he performed a truly 
affectionate part when called upon to act asa 
master ora friend. Laboring with conscien- 
tious perseverance that evil might be over- 
come by good, he was solicitous to promote 
love and forbearance in all; often enforcing 
these Christian virtues by the revival of the 
Scripture declaration, ‘*God is love, and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him;” and he was a good example in 
endeavoring to live under the influence of this 
precious principle ; hence, also, he often sym- 
pathized with the afflicted, and ministered to 
the necessities of the indigent. 

In the year 1809, he attended the Yearly 
Meeting in London as a representative from 
Ireland, and his dedication to this service pro. 
duced solid peace to hisown mind. His com- 
pany and religious labors were acceptable, 
and left a lively impression of his worth on 
the minds of many of his friends in England. 
Soon after his return, he visited the Quarterly 
Meeting of Ulster, with a committee appoint- 
ed by the Yearly Meeting of Ireland. He 
attended his own Quarterly Meeting in the 
spring of the year 1810; his health was then 
visibly declining, and it continued to require 
attention and care. 

On the 30th of the Eighth month of the 
same year, he was present at a marriage at 
Waterford, and powerfully engaged in prayer, 
on bebalf of those who had then entered into 
covenant. After the meeting, but before he 
reached his own dwelling, he was seized with 


apoplexy, which in about three hours, termi- 
nated his life. The testimony of the Monthly 
Meeting of Waterford, from which the fore- 
going account is compiled, adds: *‘ The solemn 
calm, mercifully diffused at the time that he 
was thus suddenly but peacefully translated 
from this probationary state, was humbly ac- 
cepted as an evidence of his admission into 
permanent and undefiled rest.” 


Our Chief Timepiece Losing Time. 
(Concluded from page 282.) 

These views gave rise at first to consider- 
able controversy. Pontecoulant characterized 
Adams's processes as “analytical conjuring- 
tricks ;” and Leverrier stood up gallantly in 
defence of Laplace. The contest swayed 
hither and thither for a while; but gradually 
the press of new arrivals on Adams’s side 
began to prevail. One by one, his antagonists 
gave way ; new processes have confirmed his 
results, figure for figure; and no doubt now 
exists, in the mind of any astronomer com- 
petent to judge, of the correctness of Adams’s 
views, 

But side by side with this inquiry, another 
had been in progress. A crowd of diligent 
laborers had been searching with close and 
rigid scrutiny into the circumstances attend- 
ing ancient eclipses. A new light had been 
thrown upon this subject by the labors of 
modern travellers and historians. One re- 
markable instance of this may be cited. Mr. 
Layard has identified the site of Larissa with 
the modern Nimroud. Now, Xenophon re- 
lates that when Larissa was besieged by the 
Persians, an eclipse of the sun took place, so 
remarkable in its effects (and therefore un- 
doubtedly total), that the Median defenders 
of the town threw down their arms and the 
city was accordingly captured. And Hansen 
had shown that a certain estimate of the 
moon’s motion makes the eclipse which oc- 
curred on August 15, 310 B. c., not only total, 
but central at Nimroud. Some other remark- 
able eclipses—as the celebrated sunset eclipse 
(total) at Rome 399 B. c., the eclipse which 
enveloped the fleet of Agathocles as he es- 
caped from Syracuse; the famous eclipse of 
Thales, which interrupted a battle between 
the Medes and Lydians; and even the partial 
eclipse which (probably) caused the “going 
back of the shadow upon the dial of Ahaz”— 
have all been accounted for satisfactorily by 
Hansen's estimate of the moon’s motion ; 80, 
also, have nineteen lunar eclipses recorded in 
the Almagest. 

This estimate of Hansen’s, which accounts 
go satisfactorily for solar and lunar eclipses, 
makes the moon’s rate of motion increase 
more than twice as fast as it should do accord- 
ing to the calculations of Adams. But before 
our readers run away with the notion that 
astronomers have here gone quite astray, it 
will be well to present, in a simple manner, 
the extreme minuteness of the discrepancy 
about which all the coil has been made. 

Suppose that, just in front of our moon, a 
false moon exactly equal to ours in size and 
appearance were to set off with a motion cor- 
responding to the present motion of the moon, 
save only in one respect—namely, that the 
false moon’s motion should not be subject to 
the change we are considering, termed the ac- 
celeration. Then one hundred years would 
elapse before our moon would fairly begin to 
show in advance. She would, in that time, 
have brought only one-one hundred-and-fif- 
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tieth part of ber breadth from behind the false have an interest apart from the mere specu- 


moon. 
would have gained four times as much; at 
the end of a third, nine times as much: and 
soon. She would not fairly have cleared her 
own breadth in less than twelve hundred 
years. But the whole of this gain, minute as 
it is, is not left unaccounted for by our moderna 
astronomical theories. Half the gain is ex- 
plained, the other balf remains to be inter- 
preted ; in other words, the moon travels farther 
by about half her own breadth in twelve centuries 
than she should do according to the lunar theory. 

But in this difficulty, small as it seems, we 
are not left wholly without resource. We are 
not only able to say that the discrepancy is 
probably due to a gradual retardation of the 
earth’s rotation-movement, but we are able to 
place our finger on a very sufficient cause for 
such a retardation. One of the most firmly- 
established principles of modern science is 
this—that where work is done, force is, in some 
way or other, expended. The doing of work 
may show itself in a variety of ways—in the 
generation of heat, in the produc'ion of light, 
in the raising of weights, and so on; but in 
every case an equivalent force must be ex- 
pended. If the brakes are applied to a train 
in motion, intense heat is generated in the 
substance of the brake; now, the force em- 
ployed by the brakesman is not equivalent to 
the heat generated. Where, then, is the bal- 
ance of foree expended? We all know that 
the train’s motion is retarded, and this loss of 
motion represents the requisite expenditure 
of force. Now, is there any process in Nature 
resembling, in however remote a degree, the 
application of a brake to check the earth’s 
rotation? ‘lhere is. The tidal wave, which 
sweeps, twice a day, round the earth, travels 
iv a direction contrary to the earth’s: motion 
of rotation. Tbat this wave “does work,” no 
one can doubt who has watched its effects. 
The mere rise and fall in open ovean may not 
be strikingly indicative of “work done; but 
when we see the behavior of the tidal wave 
in narrow channels, when we sec heavily- 
laden ships swept steadily up our tidal rivers, 
we cannot but recognize the expenditure of 
force. Now, where does this force come from ? 
Motion being the great “force-measurer,” 
what motion suffers that the tides may work ? 
We may securely reply, that the only motion 
which can supply the requisite force is the 
earth’s motion of rotation. Therefore, it is 
no idle dream, but a matter of absolute cer- 
tainty, that, though slowly, still very surely, 
our terrestrial globe is losing its rotation- 
movement. 

Considered as a timepiece, what are the 
earth’s errors? Suppose, for a moment, that 
the earth was timed and rated two thousand 
years ago, how much has she lost, and what 
is her “rate error?” She has lost in that in- 
terval nearly one hour and a quarter, and she 
is losing now at the rate of one second in 
twelve weeks. In other words, the length of 
a day is now more by about one-eighty-fourth 
part of a second than it was two thousand 
years ago. At this rate of change, our day 
would merge into a lunar month in the course 
of thirty-six thousand millions of years. But 
after a while, the change will take place more 
slowly, and some trillion or so of years will 
elapse before the full change is effected. 

Distant, however, as is the epoch at which 
the changes we have been considering will 
become effective, the subject appears to us to 


At the end of another century, shejlative consideration of the future physical 


condition of our globe. Instead of' the recur- 
rence of ever-varying, closely-intermingled 
eycles of fluctuation, we see, now for the first 
time, the evidence of cosmical decay—a decay 
which, in its slow progress, may be but the 
preparation for renewed genesis—but still, a 
decay which, so far as the races at present 
subsisting upon the earth are concerned, must 
be looked upon as finally and completely de- 
structive.—Light Science for Leisure Hours. 


Selected. 


“WE GLORY ALSO IN TRIBULATION.” 
Romans v. 3. 


Within this leaf, to every eye 
So little worth, doth hidden lie 
Most rare and subtle fragrancy. 


Wouldst thou its secret strength unbind ? 
Crush it, and thou shalt perfume find, 
Sweet as Arabia’s spicy wind. 


In this dull stone, so poor and bare 
Of shape or lustre, patient care x 
Will find for thee a jewel rare. 


But first must skilful hands essay, 
With file and flint, to clear away ; 
The film, which hides its fire from day. 


This leaf! this stone! It is thy heart: 
It must be ernshed by pain and smart, 
It must be cleansed by sorrow’s art, 


Ere it will yield a fragrance sweet, 
Ere it will shine, a jewel meet 
To lay before thy dear Lord’s feet. 
f —S. Wilberforce. 


Selected. 
MY SHIPS. 


BY A. D. F. R. 


Ah, years ago!—no matter where, 
Beneath what roofor sky— _., _ 

T dreamed of days, perhaps remote, 

When ships of mine that were afloat 
Should in the harbor lie, 

And all the costly freights they bore 

Enrich me both in mind and store. 


What dreams they were of argosies 
Laden in many a clime; 

So stoutly built, so bravely manned, 

No fear but they would come to land 
At their appointed time ; 

And I should see them, one by one, 

Close furl their sails in summer’s sun, 


And then, while men in wonder stood, 
My ships I would unlade ; 
My treasures vast they should behold, 
And to my learning and my gold 
What honors would be paid ! 
And though the years might come and go, 
T could but wiser, richer, grow. 


In later years—no matter where, 
Beneath what roof or sky— 
I saw the dreams of days remote 
Fade out, and ships that were afloat 
As drifting wrecks go by; 
And all the many freights they bore 
Lay fathoms deep, or strewed the shore ! 


While ships of which I never thought 
Were sailing o’er the sea ; 
And one by one, with costlier lade, 
In safety all the voyage made, 
And brought their freights to me; 
What I had lost but trifle seemed, 
And I was richer than I dreamed ! 


No wondering crowd, with envious eye, 
Looked on my treasures rare ; 
Yet they were weightier far than gold; 
They still increase, though I grow old, 
And are beyond compare: 
Would all the restless hearts I see 
Had ships like these that came to me! 
—O. Advocate. 


For “The Friend. 
Short Sketches of some of our early Friends; in whi 


may be traced the Origin of some of our Testimoni 
with their reasons for maintaining them. 


(Continued from page 2383.) 


“Among the striking characteristics of tl 
present day, are the instability and love 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


excitement which pervade the minds of tll 


people. Many even among the professors 
religion, seem to be ‘lovers of pleasure mo 
than lovers of God;’ looking abroad 
sources of gratification, and eagerly pursui 
anticipated pleasures, instead of endeavori 
to secure from the present hour as it passe 
those tranquil enjoyments which are the fr 
of well doing, and to cultivate that reti 
ment and mental introversion, in which v 
may profitably commune with our own hea 
and be still. One of the effects of this sta 
of unsettlement, is the great increase of pub] 
amusements and pastimes, which has latter 
become so obvious; for, as the eye is nev 
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear with hea 
ing, so when the mind is let out to seek grati 
cation in these vanities, the desire for the 
increases with the indulgence ; and it is co 
stantly requiring new objects to please t 
senses, and to fill the aching void which the 
leave behind them. Often after having rv 
the giddy round, in the vain pursuit of ple 
sure, there is a secret sense of bitter disa 
pointment, and a consciousness that the 
empty trifles cannot satisfy the longings of ¢ 
immortal soul, designed for nobler and pur 
enjoyments. 

‘We apprehend that many of the lectur 
and readings, with other kindred exhibition 
are of latter time, either so objectionable 
themselves, or so mixed up with improper 2 
sociations, that parents and others have ne 
to be on their guard, lest in going themselve 
or allowing their children to attend, the 
should be promoting a dissipation of min 
and an exposure to hurtful influences, the co 
sequences of which may be long and inju 
ously felt. To say nothing of the more pé 
nicious kinds of diversion, it is often the ca 
that pastimes and shows, which seem at fir 
view to be of a more innocent character, wh¢ 
they are strictly inquired into, are found to 
attended with accompaniments which are n 
such as a Christian ought to countenan¢ 
We believe there is, at the present time p 
ticularly, great need for all to be studious 
watchful how they yield to the solicitation 
attend on such occasions, lest they baulk the 
religious profession, encourage wrong thing 
and thereby wound and weaken their 0 
minds.” 

Robert Barclay writes as follows on amus 
ments :—“ Let us consider the use of gamé¢ 
sports, plays, and other such amusements, a 
see whether these things can consist with t 
seriousness, gravity and godly fear which t 
gospel calls for. The apostle commands 
that ‘whether we eat or drink, or whatev 
we do, we should do all to the glory of Go 
But I judgé none will affirm, that in the 
of sports and games, God is glorified. If ar 
should say so, they would declare they neith 
knew God nor his glory. Experience ab 
dantly proves, that in the practice of th 
things, men mind nothing less than the glo 
of God, and nothing more than the satisfé 
tion of their own carnal lusts, wills and apy 
tites. 

“The apostle declares, that because t 
time is short, they that buy should be- 


ugh they possessed not, and they that use 
}world as not abusing it. But how can 
se be found in the obedience of this pre- 
t, who plead for the use of these games 
sports; who, it seems, think the time so 
x that they cannot find occasions enough 
mploy it; neither in taking care for their 
ls, nor yet in the necessary care for their 
ies, but invent these sports and amuse- 
its to pass it away, as if there was not 
ugh else to do, in which they might serve 
l or be useful to the creation! 

The apostle Peter enjoins us to ‘pass the 
e of our sojourning here in fear.” But will 
‘say that such as use dancing and come- 
, playing cards and dice, &c., mind this 
cept in the use of these things; where 
re is little to be seen but lightness and 
ity, wantonness and even obscenity, con- 
ed to draw men from the fear of God, and 
refore calculated for the service of the 
il? 

There is no duty mote frequently com- 
ided, or more incumbent upon Christians, 
n the fear of the Lord; to stand in awe 
yre him, and to walk in his presence. But 
uch as use these amusements will speak 
n their consciences, they can, I doubt not, 
erimentally declare, that this fear is for- 
ten in their sports; and if God by his light 
retly touch them or remind them of the 
ity of their conduct, they strive to shut it 
, and use their amusements as an engine to 
away from them that troublesome guest, 
[thus make merry over the just One, whom 
y are crucifying in themselves. 

‘If Christ’s reasoning is to be heeded, who 
+h that the good man out of the good trea- 
e of his heart, bringeth forth good things; 


lan eyil man, out of the evil treasure, 
ngeth forth evil things; and that, ‘for 
ry idle word, we shall give an account in 
day of judgment,’ it may be easily gather- 
from what treasure these inventions come, 
| as easily proved that it is from the evil 
| not the good. How many idle words do 
y necessarily produce! What are plays 
/a studied compound of idle and lying 
rds! Let men that believe their souls are 
nortal, and that there will be a day of judg- 
nt, in which these words of Christ will be 
illed, answer me, how will they make ac- 
ntin that great and terrible day, for all 
se idle words that are made use of in their 
icing, games, playing cards, and acting of 
ys. 
fF these were discountenanced by those 
ed Christians, as inconsistent with their 
fession, a great scandal and stumbling- 
eck would be removed from the Christian 
ne; so also would a part of that be taken 
ay which provokes the Lord to withhold 
“blessing; and by reason of which, the 
ids of many remain in darkness, drowned 
nsuality and worldly pleasures, without 
es of God’s fear or their own soul’s 
ation.” 
(To be continued.) 
lly from Old Boots. —The reader may 
, observes the Medical Press and Circular, 
‘science smiles supreme, and asserts very 
ghatically that a toothsome delicacy can 
made from a dilapidated foot covering. 
e time ago, says the Scientific American, 
Van der Weyde regaled some friends not 
moth boot jelly, but with shirt coffee, 
repast was pronounced by all par- 
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takers excellent. The doctor tells us that he 
made the jelly by first cleaning the boot, and 
subsequently boiling it with soda under a 
pressure of about two atmospheres. The tan- 
nie acid in the leather, combined with salt, 
made tannate of soda, and the gelatine rose 
to the top, whence it was removed and dried. 
From this last, with suitable flavoring ma- 
terial, the jelly was readily concocted. The 
shirt coffee, incidentally mentioned above, 
was sweetened with cuff and collar sugar, 
both coffee and sugar being produced in the 
same way. The linen (after, of course, wash- 
ing) was treated with nitric acid, which, act- 
ing on the lignite contained in the fibre, pro- 
duced glucose, or grape sugar. This roasted, 
made an excellent imitation coffee, which an 
addition of unroasted glucose readily sweet- 
ened.—_Vat. Bap. 


a For “The Friend ” 
A Voice of Entreaty and Message of Love to all Young 

Friends, 

To those that are bound as with chains, and 
holden as with the cords of sin, serving a 
hard and cruel master. 

When Israel was in captivity in Egypt, al- 
though their afflictions were so grievous to be 
borne that their cries reached unto Heaven, 
yet some of them shrank from the necessary 
preparatory dispensations for their deliver- 
ance ; even so now we may shrink from enter- 
ing into aheart-searching work, that our deeds 
muy be brought to the light, and the man of 
sin disarmed. We would rather be left alone, 
and not have our rest broken; but alas! 
where will this land us? 

Having verified in my own experience, 
that the way of the transgressor is hard, my 
very soul has been led to plead with you to 
escape those snares and pitfalls by which my 
feet were led astray. Stumble not at the 
cross, nor make to yourselves, perhaps, years 
of bitter repentance; and remember that we 
haveno lease of ourlives. Turn, therefore, unto 
Him who woundeth that he may heal, who 
breaketh and bindeth up, whose love and pity 
for his poor rebellious children are wonder- 
ful. Not only does his chastening rod break 
in pieces our rocky hearts; but He also pours 
in the oil and wine, causing our cups to run 
over with gratitude. Oh, what a merciful 
shepherd: He seeketh us upon the mountains 
whither we have strayed, and with all the 
love and pity of a tender father, pleadeth 
with us to return, repent and live; to put 
away the evil of our doings, and he will re- 
ceive us graciously ; yea, and rejoice over us 
as those that were dead and are alive again ; 
were lost and are found; rewarding us an 
hundred fold in this life, and in that which 
is to come giving us life everlasting. Yet 
none experience this, but such.as are made 
willing to turn their backs upon a vain and 
wicked world, with all its dazzling beauty and 
lying vanities, its singing of songs and multi- 
plied parties and innocent amusements, so 
called by those who are lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God. These things, most 
assuredly, spring from an evil root, leading us 
to forget the glorious purpose for which we 
were created. That great and good Being, 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
will not deign to dwell in polluted temples, in 
hearts that follow after such vanities. I can 
eay in trath, that mine eye poureth out tears 
unto God, because of this prevailing and in- 
creasing evil, which is plausibly making in- 
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roads upon us, trampling down our hedges, 
spoiling our vines, and marring our goodly 
young plants. Oh, my dear young friends, 
the way is the same; the way to eternal life 
is no easier to the man of sin, no easier to the 
eye that is secking its honors and pleasures 
from the world, than it was when our blessed 
Saviour declared the cross to be the only path 
to blessedness ; but alas, how few seem to re- 
gard these emphatic declarations. Many are 
living in forgetfulness and unconcern as to 
the great work that is to be done before we 
can, avy of us, hear the welcome language of, 
Come ye blessed. My heart hath been filled 
with earnest desires for you, that your eyes 
might not only be opened to see the exceed- 
ing sinfulness of sin, and the beauty there is 
in true holiness, but that unutterable long- 
ings might be raised in your hearts to be 
made partakers of that river, the streams 
whereof make glad the whole heritage of God ; 
that you might know a gathering to that 
fountain that is set open to the house of David 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin 
and for uncleanness ; that you might be found 
walking in newness of life, not so much con- 
cerned in decking and adorning the poor body. 
Let your adorning be the hidden man of the 
heart which is in the sight of God of great 
price. The exercise of my soul at times for 
many months, both by day and by night, hath 
been in a particular manner, for some whose 
pious parents mourn for their departure from 
the paths of peace and safety, as well as for 
the children of others who have fought the 
good fight and kept the faith, and have pass- 
ed from earth to their everlasting homes on 
high. Some of these children who have been 
favored with line upon line, and precept, ac- 
companied with consistent example, seem to 
be turning from the paths their fathers trod, 
making, as it were, league with the world— 
shall 1 say, desiring to be heirs of two king- 
doms. Their own garb, as well as that of the 
little ones committed to their keeping, plain- 
ly indicates that the hearts of the parents are 
in the earth—in the vanities of a world that 
lieth in wickedness. Oh! how necessary for us 
to break off of our sins by righteousness, and 
our iniquities by turning unto the Lord. Be 
persuaded to come up out of Babylon, be not 
partakers of her sins, lest ye be of her plagues. 
I long fur you as for my own soul, that we 
none of us be found sleeping, neither burying 
our talents in the earth ; but with our lamps 
trimmed and our lights burning, that we 
hearken diligently unto that Counsellor who 
teacheth as never man taught, and, as we heed 
and obey, will never more be removed into a 
corner, but, as a light in a dark place, will 
shine more and more unto the perfect day. 
This is He who was promised—a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and to be God’s salva- 
tion unto the ends of the earth; this is He 
of whom Moses tes!ified—a prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren like unto me, him shall ye hear; 
but unless we obey his precepts and the law 
written in the heart, we shall no more be re- 
deemed from our spiritual bondage than the 
Israelites would have been, had they not 
hearkened unto Moses: and if they escaped 
not that refused him that spake on earth, 
how much less shall we escape, if we turn 
away from Him that speaketh from heaven. 
Once more, let me plead with you to come, 
taste and see for yourselves, that the Lord is 
good, and a rich rewarder of all those that 
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diligently seek him and hope in his mercy ; 
not an hard master, but a merciful Shepherd, 
who seeketh to reclaim all the lost and wan- 
dering ones into the fold of rest. ‘ M. 


Iowa. 4, 


———__ > —_—_—__ 


“ Pilgrim burthened with thy sin, 
Come the way to Zion’s gate ; 
There till mercy speaks within ; 
Knock, and weep, and watch, and wait ; 
Knock,—He knows the sinner’s cry ; 
Weep,—He loves the mourner’s tears, 
Watch,—for saving grace is nigh, 
Wait,—till heavenly light appears.” » 


+ 


Economy is no disgrace; it is better to live 
on, on a little, than to outlive a great deal. 


THE FRIEND. 


FOURTH MONTH 29, 1876. 


Philadelphia Yearly Meeting convened on 
Second-day, the 17th instant; the Yearly 
Meeting for Ministers and Eiders having met, 
as usual, on the Seventh-day previous. Dur- 
ing a time of solemnity preceding the entering 
upon the business, a Friend expressed the de- 
sire that Divine love might be felt to cover 
the assembly, and season the spirits of those 
gathered there. 

The representatives were nearly all present, 
a few being prevented from attending, mostly 
by indisposition, and one (our aged Friend, 
George Spencer,) having deceased since his 
appointment. 

The Clerk stated that two communications 
had been received by him, which under the 
rule of discipline, must be referred to a Com- 
mittee for examination. A few Friends, hav- 
ing been nominated for the purpose, withdrew 
with the documents; and during theirabsence 
a Committee was appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Treasurer ; and, at his request, 
to propose a Friend to succeed him in that 
position. On the return of the Committee, to 
whom had been committed the communica- 
tions above referred to, they informed the 
meeting that one of them was from a Friend in 
Kansas, acknowledging the assistance which 
had been received from this Yearly Meeting 
by those who had been in distress during the 
season of scarcity. As the funds raised here 
had been by private contribution, without 
any action on the part of this Yearly Meet- 
ing, they thought the paper should not be 
read. 

The other document was a letter from the 
executors of Henry Mosher, of New York, 
stating that they had been advised that they 
would not be warranted in paying to the Trea- 
surer of this Yearly Meeting, the sum of ten 
thousand dollars, bequeathed by H. Mosher 
for the distribution of the writings of Friends; 


without an explicit declaration on its part of 


its unity with London Yearly Meeting. This 
letter was read, and a minute was adopted, 
leaving the executors at liberty to make such 
disposition of the bequest as they might think 
proper. One Friend, who had long and inti- 
mately known H. Mosher and his views, said 
that he had no doubt the intention of the tes- 
tator was to entrust this Meeting with the 
charge of these funds. ‘There was an evident 
unwillingness on the part of the Meeting to 
make any other declaration on the subject, or 
to connect with pecuniary considerations any 
expression of sentiment in reference to the 
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position or standing of that Yearly Meeting. 
Without prolonged discussion, the matter was 
thus disposed of. 

The minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings 
were next taken up. During the past year, 
they had procured the passage by the South 
Carolina Legislature of an act authorizing 


the Trustees to sell the whole or any part of 


the meeting-house lot in Charleston, South 
Carolina, which has been for nearly 150 years 
in the possession of Friends, The funds de- 
rived from the sale or rent of the lot, they are 
permitted by the terms of the Act, to appro- 
priate to the building, repairing and furnish- 
ing the meeting-houses of Friends in any part 
of the United States, 

The distribution of the approved writings 
of our Society, had been diligently prosecuted 
during the year. More than 3,800 volumes, 
besides many pamphlets, had been sent out 
from the book-store; and placed in Public 
Libraries, or in the hands of private indivi- 
duals in many of the States of our Union. 
Dymond’s Essay on War, Musings and Me- 
mories (published by the Tract Association), 
a Biographical Sketch of William Penn, and 
a compilation called Brief Biographies, show- 
ing the early religious experience of several 
Friends, had been added to the list of books, 
which the Book Committee were authorized 
to distribute. It may be mentioned here, that 
this Committee have freqnent meetings dur- 
ing the year, and to them are referred all 
applications for gratuitous supplies of books, 
which may be left at any time with the agent, 


Arch Street. ; 

The Meeting for Sufferings had been brought 
under much concern, on account of some de- 
partures from our principles and practices, 
which, it was feared, were increasing in the 
Society. This concern had led to the prepa- 
ration of an Epistle to our members, which 
was embodied in their minutes, and referred 
to the Yearly Meeting for its disposition. In 
this important and valuable document, a clear 
and decided testimony was borne against the 
introduction of singing, or instrumental music, 
into our meetings for worship ; and tho prac- 
tice of reading the Scriptures therein as a 
part of tbe services. Attention was also 
called to the effect which Bible classes had 
had in lowering the tone of the ministry in 
some cases, by inducing persons to enter upon 
that service, depending on the knowledge 
and facility of expression they had acquired; 
while, at the samé time, they had never re- 
ceived that heavenly Gift, without which the 
true ministry of the Gospel cannot be exer- 
cised. While fully stating the faith which 
Friends have always maintained in the offer- 
ing, atonement, and mediation of the blessed 
Redeemer, and tbat it is through His sacrifice 
that we experience forgiveness of sins; our 
members were guarded against trusting in 
that faith which is of their own making, and 
against hoping to obtain salvation in any 
other way than by submission to the opera- 
tions of the Spirit of God, thereby being 
brought to true repentance, made to bear 
the cross, and thus led to the Saviour. The 
Epistle was adopted, and the Meeting for 
Sufferings were directed to have such a num- 
ber printed as might seem judicious. 

Though there were some things said during 
the course of this sitting which might profit- 
ably have heen omitted, yet, in the main, the 
dignity of the mecting was well maintained, 


and there was a comforting degree of solk 
nity and Divine authority spread over it. 

At the-opening of the Meeting on Th 
day morning, the representatives repo 
that they were united in proposing the ff 
appointment of Joseph Scattergood as Cle 
and Clarkson Sheppard as Assistant Cle 
This was satisfactory to the meeting. 

This session was appropriated, accord 
to the usual custom, to the Queries and 
swers, which were proceeded with as far 
the sixth inclusive. Much tender counsel a 
wholesome advice were extended in refere 
to the deticiencies which were exhibited, w 
a view to stir up the members to greater fai 
fulness and more fervent zeal. A Fri¢ 
alluded to the practice of holding meeti 
of a profagged'y. religious character, at 
request of strangers from a distance, with 
the consent of the proper officers of the mq 
ings, as one means by which the unity g 
harmony of the Society was endangered. 
importance of adkering to the testimor 
which the Society of Friends has long bo 
to an avoidance of the fashions and corr 
customs of the world, and to the maintena 
of that “plainness of speech, behavior 4 
apparel,” which the Queries call for; 
more prominently brought to view than us 
from the fact that some, who did not in th 
own practice conform thereto, urged that 
should be left to their own judgment in th 
matters; and manifested that they felt 
concern of the meeting on this subject, a 
censure on their course. A Friend, in 
weighty manner, referred to the number 
cases in which our testimony against a h 
ling ministry had been violated; and in e 
phatic language warned his fellow memb 
of the consequences of giving way in 4 
thing, that it would weaken their hands 
upholding others, and thus they would 
prepared again to be brought into subject 
to those forms and ceremonies out of wh 
our forefathers had been brought by the o 
stretched arm of Divine Power; that wh 
the Church, under religious concern and 
guidance of its Holy Head, had been led i 
the support of certain doctrines and testi 
nies, its members had not the right to opp 
them ; though, in the exercise of their priv 
judgment, those who adopted different vie 
were at liberty to withdraw from its fe 
Much unity was expressed with these se 
ments ; and the younger members were af 
tionately cautioned against being led astr 
from the cross-bearing path of the discip 
of Christ. 

This sitting was accompanied with mt 
exercise and concern; and there was ca 
for mourning, in witnessing the deficienc 
apparent in the Church; yet there was mt 
to encourage, in the manner in which me 
brethren were made willing to help in bu 
ing up the broken walls, and in maintain 
the decided stand taken by the Yearly M: 
ing in the support of its long-establisl 
principles and practices. 

At the sitting on Fourth-day, the rem: 
ing Queries and Answers were read. The 
of Elders deceased, included the names 
several Friends who had been greatly belo’ 
and esteemed “ for the work’s sake.” Am«¢ 
them were three who had lived more t 
ninety years—one dying in the ninety-eig 
year of her age. 

A Friend, in reviewing the state of Soci 
as presented by the answers to the Que1 


& 
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sught to view the foundation of the testi- 
nies, which had been commented on in the 
vious sitting—that they did not come to 
erely from our predecessors in religious 
fession, but from Christ himself—quoting 
language of our Saviour and His apostles, 
how, that the avoidance of the vain cus. 
as and fashions of the world, was a Chris- 
duty, and one that ought not to be 
uliar to this people alone. Weighty and 
pructive remarks were made by other 
ends ; one of whom spoke of his love for 
_ Holy Scriptures, and his constant prac- 
of reading them; yet said, that whenever 
had attempted to sit down and study them, 
had failed to feel that comfort and satis- 
ion which attended their perusal, when 
mind was led to look to a higher Power 
his own. intellectual faculties to unfold 
r meaning to him; and he believed a 
ilar spiritual dryness would be the general 
lt of all efforts to comprehend the doc- 
es contained in them, in our own will and 
ngth. 
n the reports from Concord Quarter, was 
oposition to change the discipline on the 
ect of marriage, so as to make the mar- 
¢ with one not a member, a relinquish- 
t of the right of membership ; but leaving 
thly Meetings at liberty to receive such 
ons into membership again, on their re- 
st, without a condemnation of their mar- 
This was referred for consideration 
- committee of three Friends from each 
ter. 
n Fifth-day, a meeting for worship was 
, as usual, in three of the meeting houses 
e city. In the afternoon, that for busi- 
convened. ‘he report of the Committee 
ng charge of the Boarding School at 
ttown, showed that Institution to be in a 
perous condition. Several improvements 
/been. made in the building, and some 
vs were proposed. The labors and care 
q2e Committee were satisfactory to the 
jing. As the usual time had arrived for 
appointment of a new Committee, some 
ads were set apart to propose Friends for 
Service. The business of the meeting, 
#oterrupted by one present from another 
Jly Meeting, whose appearance and con- 
| though in the station of a minister, in- 
ped that he disregarded one of the im- 
|fint testimonies, which consistent Friends 
‘always maintained, and which the rules 
#e Institution require the children there 
inform to, who said that he had been dis- 
iged by some members of the Committee 
going to the School. The introduction 
is complaint led to some discussion, in 
, With some opposition, the course of 
members of the Committee was sus- 
id by the meeting, as being a simple per- 
ijnce of duty. 
ijvas much to be regretted on this and 
fal other occasions, that things which 
jprned private individuals, and did not 
rly pertain to the business of the meet- 
sghould have been needlessly obtruded on 
jjtice. Not only was the time of those 
, pred wasted in this manner, but opposing 
ments were called forth, to the unsettle- 
ypin some degree of the assembly, and to 
prcing upon its attention the subject of 


under the teachership of members,—more 
than two-thirds of our children having been 
so situated during the year. The subject was 
again commended to the care of the subordi- 
nate Meetings. 

The Special Committee on Education made 
areport, which exhibited some of the results 
of their labors. They had extended pecuni- 
ary aid in several cases, to the amount of more 
than $1100, and had exerted, in addition, a 
personal influence which was believed to be 
valuable. They were continued, an appro- 
priation of $1200 made for their use, and 
three Friends added to fill vacancies occa- 
sioned by the decease of some of their num- 
ber. 

Much earnest and affectionate counsel was 
handed forth to parents and heads of families, 
and to children. The importance of watch. 
ing over the religious welfare of the young, 
even after their arrival at maturity, was ad- 


them. 


of the meeting was not greatly disturbed. 

On Sixth day, the reports on the use of 
spirituous liquors by our members, claimed 
attention. The careful inquiry that had been 
made showed 48 persons in our limits, who 
had used them as a drink during the 
year. Many of these, it was believed, ha 
used them but occasionally; and it was stated 
that the use of wine, beer, and other intoxi 


by our members. Subordinate Meetings were 
encouraged to continue their annual inquiry 
on this subject, and to labor faithfally and 
affectionately with those who were in danger 
of falling into the practice. Instances were 
mentioned, where those who were far gone 
in intemperance, had been rescued in this 
way. 

It was concluded to raise $5,700 for the use 
of the Meeting during the ensuing year. 

The nomination of members for the West- 
town Boarding School Committee, and an 
addition to the Indian Committee was made 
and approved. Much solemnity prevailed 
during this sitting; and the seasons of holy 
silence that spread over the assembly were 
received as a blessing from the hand of Him, 
from whom cometh every good and perfect 
gift. An elderly Friend, whose increasing 
infirmity, reminded him of the uncertainty of| 
the recurrence of similar opportunities, re- 
ferred to the remarks which had been at times | 
made, as to the diminished number of mem- 
bers belonging to the Yearly Meeting; and 
exhorted them not to be disheartened. In 
touching and impressive language, he referred 
to the experience of the prophet Hlijah, when 
the Lord revealed to him, that he had left! 
7,000 in Israel who had not bowed the knee 
more prominently than would other-|to Baal; and also revived the dying words 
ave been the case. of Edward Burrough, that the Spirit which 
q° reports on Education, showed some in-|had lived in him, should yet break forth in 

in the proportion of children educated 'thousands. This Divine Spirit was now at 


| 


past plies. v [ 
q |i an engagement with the insurgents, 
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work in the hearts of many, and if they were 
faithful to it, these would be raised up to 
support the precious doctrines and principles 
which had been committed to the Society of 
Friends. 

A brief but very satisfactory mfinute on the 
State of Society was produced by the Clerk, 
and approved. 

The meeting closed under a solemn and 
tendering covering of good. 

In reviewing the proceedings of this Yearly 
Mecting, the most noticeable feature that pre- 
sents, is the determined effort that was made 
to force the Yearly Meeting from the main- 
tenance of its long established testimony to 
“plainness of apparel.” Those most conspic- 
uous in this effort, were members of other 
Yearly Meetings. We think, in opposing the 
religious concern of the meeting to support 
its discipline and former advices to its mem. 
bers, they went beyond the proper limits of 


verted to; and the strongly-worded advice of|the freedom which is allowed to Friends in 
our discipline was quoted, which enjoins the|their visits to meetings of which they are not 
training of families in the diligent perusal of|members; and thus were instrumental in caus- 
the Holy Scriptures, and in an acquaintance|ing most of the unsettlement which was ex- 
with the doctrines contained therein; while|hibited in some of the sittings. Notwith- 
at the same time the caution was extended, standing this, and some other drawbacks, the 
that we must seek the illuminating power of|dignity of the Meeting was generally well 
the Spirit of Christ rightly to understand |preserved; a religious exercise attended its 


different sittings; and we believe it may be 


Though the comfort of this session was|said, that the judgment of Truth, in the au- 
considerably marred by the occurrences re-|thority thereof, was laid on that spirit which 
ferred to, yet ability was experienced to|is seeking to lead our members away from 
transact the business with a good degree of|the doctrines and testimonies held by Friends 
harmony and propriety; and the settlement|from their early days. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 
Forrian.—The Porte has again drawn the attention 
of the Powers to the attitude of Servia, whence, it is 
alleged, the insurrection is continually drawing sup- 
Sclavonic advices report the defeat of the Turks 


The Turks estimate the number of insurgents killed 


»/and wounded in the recent engagements at 800. Hight 
-)thousand insurgents are encamped at Derga and Pres- 
cating drinks, was very seldom indulged in |jika, barring access to Nicsic. The Turkish forces at 


Nicsic are reported to be 40,000 in number. 

It is stated at Constantinople that Russia supports 
the demands of the insurgents. The Porte, however, 
refuses to discuss them, and the other Powers approve 
the Porte’s action. 

Count Andrassy, in a new note to the western Powers, 
gives an account of the various measures already taken 
to reconcile the Porte and the insurgents. He proposes 
fresh negotiations, with a view to a common under- 
standing as to how far the demands of the insurgents 
can be supported at Constantinople. 

The number of immigrant settlers who arrived in 
Canada in 1875 was 27,382, against 39,373 in 1874, and 
50,050 in 1873. The falling off was of course due to 
the general depression on this side of the Atlantic. 

The Mark Lane Express, in its review of the grain 
trade says, great progress has been made with all farm 
labor. Spring ploughing, sowing and harrowing have 
proceeded satisfactorily. The quantity of wheat sown, 
however, is below the average, as farmers prefer to use 
their Jand for other purposes, the present prices not 
enabling them to compete with America, Russia or 
India. 

Queen Victoria left Coburg the 26th inst. on her way 
home to England, and reached Windsor Castle in two 
days. 

The ship Victory which sailed some time ago from 
Shields, England, to San Francisco, has been lost with 
all on board, consisting of the captain and 26 others. 

The demand for money is so small in London that 
the Bank of England has reduced its rate of interest to 
2 per cent. 

A powder explosion in South Wales, the 22d inst., 
destroyed thirteen persons who were at work in a rail- 
way tunnel. 

On the 24th, Disraeli in the House of Commons de- 


‘clined to consider the motion for an address to the 


Queen praying for her non-assumption of the title of 
Empress of India before the proclamation giving it 
effect was issued; whereupon notice was given of an- 
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other motion challenging the conduct of the govern- 
ment and amounting to a vote of censure. 

The rate of discount in the London money market 
for three months’ bills is 1% per cent., which is } per 
cent. below the Bank of England rate, Consols 95 7-16. 

Liverpool.—Middling uplands cotton, 62d; Orleans, 
63d. 

AG egotlations between Spain and the Vatican have 
been suspended. The Spanish government has an- 
nounced that it will accept the concordat of 1851, ex- 
cept the clause decreeing religious unity. Spain will 
await fresh proposals from the Vatican before resuming 
negotiations. It is announced that the Pope has writ- 
ten an autograph letter to King Alfonso reminding him 
of his promise to maintain religious unity and the con- 
cordat. 

It is reported from Madrid that Queen Isabella will 
soon return to Spain and reside in the Palace of Aran- 


uez. 

The Spanish Minister of Finance on submitting his 
budget to the Cortes, announced that he would retain 
the war taxes, increase the land tax to two per cent., 
and the taxes on articles of consumption 25 per cent., 
while a reduction of 25 per cent. would be made in the 
salaries of the clergy and some civil functionaries. By 
these means he hopes after 1877, to be able to pay one- 
third of the interest on the pnblic debt. 

A disastrous epidemic has broken out near Soochow, 
China. The disease is imperfectly known, and death 
is almost immediate upon the seizure of the victim. 
Several villages have been depopulated by the plague. 

The revolution in Huayti is reported to have been 
successful, the late President Domingue having fled. 

Recent advices from Vienna and Constantinople show 
that no progress has been made in the pacification of 
the insurrectionary districts of European Turkey. In 
some of the conflicts with the Turkish troops, the in- 
surgents appear to have been successful. It is asserted 
that money is being received by them from Russia. 

The Levant Herald, published at Constantinople, 
says that at Hillah, sixty miles south of Bagdad, from 
3d mo. 28th to the 3lst, inclusive, there were 66 new 
cases of the plague and 42 deaths, and at Bagdad, from 
3d mo. 28th to 4th mo. Ist, 145 new cases and 75 deaths, 
The plague has now crossed to the left bank of the river 
Tigris, which had previously escaped it. 

The population of the Kingdom of Prussia on the Ist 
of 12th mo. 1875, was 25,700,000, an increase of 1,100,- 
000 since 1871. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of France is consider- 
ing the basis of a commercial treaty with the United 
States. It is proposed to place French silks and wines 
on an advantageous footing as to the tariff in the United 
States, while France in return is to subject American 
cotton to only a small import duty. 

A dispatch from Rome to the London Times reports 
that the Observatore Romana (newspaper) was seques- 
trated for publishing the Pope’s pastoral thanking the 
Bishop of Orleans for his letter to Signor Minghetti, in 
which a violent attack was made on the Italian law 
rendering priests liable to military conscription. 

The latest advices from Mexico represent that the 
revolutionary party was making but little progress, and 
the probability was that the movement would in time 
be suppressed by the government. 

The Hungarian Ministry have placed their resigna- 
tions in the hands of the Emperor, but he refuses to 
accept them. 

The Egyptian troops which invaded Abyssinia have 
begun to move homeward. 

‘A. Barbadoes dispatch of the 22d says that riots have 
occurred throughout the island, plantations and houses 
have been sacked, animals destroyed, and an enormous 
destruction of property taken place. Over forty of the 
rioters had been shot by the troops acting against them. 

Unirep Srates.—The interments in Philadelphia 
for the week ending the 15th inst. numbered 343, in- 
cluding 67 deaths from consumption ; in the week end- 
ing the 22d inst. there were 334 interments, including 
51 deaths of consumption, 27 inflammation of the lungs, 
and 13 diphtheria. On the 22d inst. the number of in- 
sane poor and paupers in the Almshouse was 3482, 
same time last year, 3551. 

The President has vetoed the bill which recently 
passed Congress for reducing the salary of the President 
of the United States to $25,000 a year after 3d mo. 4th, 
1877. He alleges that this sum is not equal to the 
pecuniary demands of the position. 

The regular army of the United States, including 
officers and the professors and cadets at West Point, 
consists of 28,346 members. 

Careful estimates place the yield of the Utah mines 
for 1876 as follows: Bingham, $3,000,000; Alta, $3,- 
000,000; Park City, $200,000; Dry Canon, $1,000,000; 


steel establishments of the country that all of them are 
supplied with orders sufficient to keep them running to 


confident that they will be able to run for the whole 
year. 


curred in Carroll parish, Louisiana, causing heavy 


losses to the planters. 
will be reduced 250,000 bales by the inundation. 


deemed several hundred thousand dollars worth. 

tennial Exposition shows the actual receipts of the 
Of this amount $294,737 remains unexpended. Enough 
gress, to swell the receipts to $7,000,000, besides the 
receipts for admission. 


undertaking is $8,500,000. 


ency. 
cilver half dollars or fifty cent notes. 


of War. All religious denominations are to enjoy a 


cents, 118}. 
extra, $4.85 « $5.25; finer brands, 


31.21, Jersey yellow corn, 67 a 68 cts. Oats, 44 a 52 
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East Canon, $750,000; Stockton, $400,000; Tintic, WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
Camp Floyd, Beaver and the southern Utah districts,| The,Summer Session of the School will comm 
$1,000,000. ory on Second-day the Ist of 5th month. 

The Bulletin of the Iron and Steel Association learns|- Pupils who have been regularly entered and w 
from parties connected with several of the Bessemer |by the cars from Philadelphia, can obtain ticke 
the depot of the West Chester and Philadelphia 
road, corner of Thirty-first and Chestnut street 
giving their names to the Ticket-agent there, w 
furnished with a list of the pupils for that pur 
Tickets can also be procured of the Treasurer o 
School, at 304 Arch street. In such case the pas 
including the stage fare from the Railroad Station 
be charged at the School, to be paid for with the 
incidental charges at the close of theterm, Convey 
will be at the Srreer Roap Srarion on Secon¢ 
Third-days, the Ist and 2nd of Fifth month, to me¢ 
trains that leave Philadelphia at 7.35 and 10 a. M. 
2.30 P. M. 

f@F Baggage may be left either at Thirty-firs 
Chestnut streets or at Eighteenth and Market. 
at the latter place, it must be put under the ed 
H. Alexander & Sons, who will convey it then 
Thirty-first and Chestnut at a charge of 10 cent 
trunk, to be paid to them. Those who prefer can 
their baggage sent for to any place in the built-up 
of the City, by sending word on the day pre 
to H. Alexander & Sons, N. E. corner of 18tl 
Market Sts. Their charge in such case for taking 
gage to Thirty-first and Chestnut streets, will 
cents per trunk. For the same charge they wil 
collect baggage from the other railroad depots, 
checks are left at their office Eighteenth and Marke 
Baggage put under their care, if properly marked 
not require any attention from the owners, either : 
West Philadelphia depot, or at the Street Road St 
but will be forwarded direct to the School. It me 
always go on the same train as the owner, but it w 
on the same day, provided the notice to H. Alex 
& Sons reaches them in time. _ 

DURING THE SESSION, passengers for the Schoo 
be met at the Street Road Station, on the arrival 
first train from the City, every day except First- 
and small packages for the pupils, if ‘elt at Fr 
Book Store, No. 304 Arch street, will be forws 
every Sixth-day at 12 o’clock. ‘ 

Fourth month 18th, 1876. 


their full capacity all summer, and they are therefore 


A break in the levee of the Mississippi river has oc- 
It is supposed the cotton crop 


On the 19th inst. the Treasury Department com- 
menced the exchange of silver coin for fractional cur- 
rency presented for redemption, and in a few days re- 


The annual report to the stockholders of the Cen- 
treasurer thus far from all sources aggregate $5,103,063. 


is assured, including the money appropriated by Con- 
The total estimated cost of the 
It is expected that the ad- 
mission fees will more than cover the apparent defici- 
Each admission will be 50 cents, payable in 


The House of Representatives, by a vote of 139 to 94, 
has passed a bill transferring the Indian Bureau to the 
War Department. The powers and jurisdiction here- 
tofore possessed by the Secretary of Interior in relation 
to the Indians, are conferred by the bill on the Secretary 


free and equal right to erect and maintain church and 
school buildings on Indian reservations. 

The Markets, &c.—The following were the quotations 
on the 24th inst. Mew York.—American gold, 1123. 
U.S. sixes, 1881, 1223; do., 1867, 121§; do. five per 
Superfine flour, $4.15 a $4.50; State 

$5.50 a $10.00. 
White winter wheat, $1.42; No. 2 Chicago spring, 


ets. Philadelphia.—Uplands and New Orleans cotton, 
13} a 13} cts. Superfine flour, $4.25 a $4.50; extras, 
$4.75 a $5.00; finer brands, $6 a $9.00. Penna. red 
wheat, $1.49 a $1.50; amber, $1.51 a $1.54; white, 
$1.51 a $1.60. Rye, 81a 85cts. New yellowcorn, 65 
cts. Mixed oats, 42 4 46 cts.; white 45 a 53 cts. Sales 
of 3200 beef cattle at 6} a 6§ cts. per lb. gross for 
extra ; 7 cts. for a few choice ; 5} a 6 cts. for fair to good, 
and 4a 5 cts. for common. Sheep, 5} a 7% cts. per Lb. 
gross. Receipts 7000 head. Hogs, $11.50 a $12.50 per 
100 Ibs. net. Receipts 2900 head. Chicago.—No. 2 
spring wheat, $1.01}; No. 3 do., 90 cts. No. 2 corn, 
46 cts. No. 2 oats, 32 cts. Rye, 66 cts. Barley, 60 
cts. Lard, 13} ets. Baltimore-—No. 2 western red 
wheat, $1.50 a $1.52; Penna, red, $1.56 a $1.58; Mary- 
land amber, $1.60 a $1.65; do. white, $1.45 a $1.62. 
Southern yellow corn, 65 cts. Oats, 45 a 52 ets. St. 
Louis.—No. 2 red fall wheat, $1.38 a $1.40. No. 2 
mixed corn, 46 cts. No. 2 oats, 34 cts. Lard, 13 ets. 


FRIENDS’ BOARDING SCHOOL BARNES- 
VILLE, OHIO. 


The Summer Session of this Institution will com- 
mence on Second-day, the 8th of Fifth month next. 
Competent teachers have been engaged, and the in- 
creased facilities for imparting instruction, together 
with the moderate price charged for board and tuition, 
will, it is hoped, commend it to the encouragement of 
Friends who are desirous of giving their children a re- 
ligiously guarded education, The inmates of the session 
just closed have been favored with exemptions from 
sickness which has scarcely been equalled since its first 
establishment. 

Information relative to the school may be obtained 
by application to BaRcLAY Srravron, Superintendent. 
Address Barnesville, Belmont county, Ohio, 


——- 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSAN 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadel 
Physician and Superintendent—Josuvua H. We 
tnaton, M. D. 

Applications for the Admission of Patients 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Bo 
Managers. 


Drep, at his residence in Chester Co., Pa., 3 
5th, 1876, Tuomas Doan, in the 85th year of hi 
an esteemed elder and member of Caln Preparatis 
Bradford Monthly Meeting. He was firmly att 
to the Christian doctrines and testimonies that 
given to our early Friends to bear before the > 
and careful the discipline should be maintaine 
may well be said of this dear Friend, “ Mark th 
fect man and behold the upright, for the end ¢ 
man is peace.” 

——, 2d month 27th, 1876, 
parents, in Chester township, Pars 
BLE, in the 21st year of her age, a 
Monthly Meeting. 

——, 3d mo. 14th, 1876, at her residence in Go 
Delaware Co., Pa. Repecca TRIMBLE, in the 
year of her age, a member and elder of C 
Monthly Meeting. 

—, 3d month 81st, 1876, at her residence’ 
city, MARTHA T., widow of the late Oliver Mat 
the 69th year of her age, a member of Northern 1 
Monthly Meeting. u 

——, on the 12th of 4th mo. 1876, Mary, — 
Thomas Emmons, in the 65th year of her age, @ 
ber of Coal Creek Monthly Meeting, Iowa. | 
her last illness she said, “1 have sought earnest 


at the residence | 
RuTHANNA 
member of C 


“BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES OF SOME MEMBERS| prayed the dear Master to save my poor soul ai 
OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, showing their] pare a place for me, and I believe He will, I: 


early religious exercises and experience in the work 

of regeneration ; compiled by Joseph Walton.” 

For sale at Friends’ Book Store, No, 304 Arch St. 
Price in flexible covers 25 cents. 


nothing in my way, and if there is I believe it 
shown me. My afflictions have been a merey te 
stain the pleasures of this fading world, and w 
from it. Oh what a glorious change from this ¥ 
the mansions of peace.” She passed away with¢ 
or struggle, leaving the comforting assurance t 
has gone to everlasting rest. : 


t 
ce cna ianahe chins ae 


WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. zi 4 


j 


FRIENDS IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 


The first edition of this work being nearly exhausted, 
a second and revised edition has been issued, and is 
now for sale at Friends’ Book Store, No. 304 Arch St., 
Philadelphia. 


